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"1000 Novels Everyone Must Read: # 1 Best Dystopias" The Guardian "Fantastic!" The New York

Times  "A dystopian novel for the 21st century" The Week  "Years before "1984," Yevgeny Zamyatin

wrote We - a dystopian nightmare that remains eerily relevant even as Huxley and Orwell seem

almost quaint."  Salon The time is around a thousand years from now, and the place is a great

city-state in which a mathematically perfect society has been established. People here do not have

names, but numbers only. Since they have nothing to hide from each other, they live in buildings

made of glass. Their lives are regulated by The Time Tablet, a universal schedule that clearly states

which number should do what at a particular hour. The novel starts with a call. As a new spaceship,

called Integral, is being built, the One State calls upon its citizens to write something praising their

state so that the Integral could carry this message to other civilizations in the depths of the

Universe. A 32-year-old mathematician â€œnamedâ€• D-503, who is a Constructor of the Integral

and a sincere admirer of the One State, starts a diary to describe his life to his unknown

extraterrestrial readers. He writes about FREEDOM and LOVE, CONTROL and HAPPINESS. This

diary is the novel itself. EXTRACT â€œYou are afraid of it because it is stronger than you; you hate

it because you are afraid of it; you love it because you cannot subdue it to your will. Only the

unsubduable can be loved.â€• â€œ...Those two, in paradise, were given a choice: happiness without

freedom, or freedom without happiness. There was no third alternative...â€• Yevgeny Zamyatin
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Absolutely bizarre, just what I expected.



Classic book. Read it the first time in college and loved it back then.

It's my favorite book from sci-fi and I liked the translation.

Unfortunately, it was boring and angering. The main character spent the whole book insulting us

and then complained about having a soul. I didn't empathize with him. I would not recommend We
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